
COVENTRY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 

School Committee Meeting  
Virtual Meeting 

Thursday, January 13, 2022 
 
  

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Patenaude at 6: 01 p.m. 

Members Present: Chairperson Katherine Patenaude, Vice-Chairperson David Florio, Member Donna Kalunian, Member 

James Pierson, Superintendent Craig Levis, Assistant Superintendent Don Cowart, and Director of Finance Harold Sands  

 

 

       

        Craig Levis, Superintendent                              _AYE__ 
                                   Don Cowart, Assistant Superintendent          _AYE__ 
                                   Harold Sands                                                       joined the meeting later                         
 
                                   

Recording Secretary: Patty Martin 

  

PUBLIC AGENDA    

 No Pledge of Allegiance due to Zoom Formant  

 Moment of Silence to consider the work before the Committee this evening 

  Member Pierson reads the Mission Statement: The mission of Coventry Public Schools is to inspire, support, and 

challenge all students in an inclusive community to be critical thinkers, effective communicators, reflective learners, 

responsible individuals, and global citizens. 

 

 

Approval of Minutes  

Motion by Member Florio and seconded by Member Kalunian to approve the minutes of 12/9/2021 as 

presented/amended.   Motion passes Vote 4/0  

 

 

ROLL CALL: Katherine M. Patenaude, Chairperson AYE 

 David Florio, Vice-Chairperson AYE 

 Donna Kalunian AYE 

 James Pierson AYE 
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Coventry Public Schools 2021 District Teacher of the Year:  Mr. Chuck Branchaud Presentation 

Mr. Levis introduces Mr. Branchaud.  Mr. Branchaud says that he is excited to be here and then does his presentation.  At 

the conclusion of the presentation, Mr. Branchaud states that he will be applying for the State Teacher of the Year.  

Chairperson Patenaude thanks Mr. Branchaud for the presentation and opens it up to the Committee for questions and 

comments.  The Committee wishes him luck on his state application.  Chairperson Patenaude asks if there are any public 

comments.   

Mrs. Merola – Principal at Tiogue Elementary says congratulation and she wishes him luck. 

 

Introduction of Tiogue Principal,  Cheryl Merola and Director of Facilities and Transportation, Mr. Russell Hill 

Mr. Levis states that we are very lucky to have added these people to our team.  We were fortunate to have such 

wonderful candidates.  Mrs. Merola has had a long career as an educator and administrator in Providence.  He turns it 

over to Mrs. Merola.  She thanks everyone on the interview committee.  She says that she is overjoyed going to work 

every day.  She says there is a lot to learn but she feels such a sense of community in the school.  Chairperson Patenaude 

asks if there are comments from the Committee.  There is no public comment.   

Mr. Levis introduces Mr. Russell Hill.  Mr. Levis states that he worked with Russell in Smithfield.  He was then the right 

hand man to the director.  He was formerly the Director at South Kingstown.  Mr. Levis turns it over to Mr. Hill.  He thanks 

everyone and says he has never felt so welcomed.  He thanks Mr. Martin for leaving everything so he could walk right in.  

He states that they just received two new trucks.  He says that we have some good talent in the maintenance department.  

Chairperson Patenaude asks the Committee if they have any questions.  The Committee welcomes him.  There is no public 

comment. 

 

FY ’23 Budget Process Update  

Mr. Levis begins the update with we have met with directors and beginning tomorrow we will start to meet with principals.  

We are looking at staffing requests.  He states that we have a lot to get done between now and the 27th.  Chairperson 

Patenaude asks the Committee if they have any questions on the update.   

 

FY ’22 Budget Update and Finance Director’s Report 

Mr. Levis states that in your packet you have the budget to actuals and the finance director’s report.  Chairperson asks 

the Committee if they have any questions.  The Committee thanks them for the very comprehensive reports. 

 

Discussion of Town Council President’s Email Dated 1/3/2022 Requesting Financial Reports & Discussion of 

Superintendent’s Memo to School Committee dated 12/19/2021 addressing Town Manager’s Memo to Town Council 

dated 12/9/2021 and Discussion of Town Council Meeting on 12/13/2021 
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Mr. Levis starts with offering his condolences to President Dickson in the loss of her husband.  Mr. Levis references the 

documents in the Committee’s packet.  The bottom line is that we need to work together.  Mr. Levis begins the 

presentation and shares his concerns.  After going over the first six bullets in the presentation he turns it over to Mr. 

DeVerna and he explains the changes in balance sheet account balances. He explains that you need to look at more than 

revenue and expenses.  He explains due to - due from and he goes over the Interim Financial Summary compiled by the 

Town.    Mr. DeVerna opens it for questions during his presentation.  Chairperson Patenaude thanks Mr. DeVerna for the 

presentation and said this was very helpful.  Mr. Levis then goes on with the presentation.   Chairperson Patenaude thanks 

Mr. Levis for the presentation.  Chairperson asks the Committee for questions or concerns.  The questions are answered 

by Mr. DeVerna and Mr. Levis.  Mr. Levis states that we will be sharing the documents that were requested by the Council 

President tomorrow.  He states that there was a lot of work put into this.  Chairperson Patenaude asks if there are any 

questions from the public.  There is no public comments. 

 

Discussion on Town Council’s Rejection to Put Stage II School Building Committee Proposal to the Coventry Voters and 

School Committee’s Next Steps. 

Mr. Levis states that we had a Building Committee meeting on 1/11/2022.  We have asked for information that never got 

shared with us. Mr. Murray did an APRA request that went unanswered.   It is his opinion that we not move forward with 

another project.   Chairperson Patenaude opens it for comments and questions from the Committee.  The Committee 

feels that it is most unfortunate that the people didn’t really have a say.  Chairperson Patenaude feels the present School 

Building Committee needs to be dissolved.  I don’t think we will find another Committee of private citizens and make the 

timeline set by Mario.   

Luke Murray -121 Hill Farm Camp Road - Mr. Murray says to stay positive.   This may take place a few years from now.  

Phil Conte did lay out a schedule 2024. There may be an extension to the program.  He states don’t let the Council off the 

hook with regards to minimum maintenance.  We did everything we could to offer a bonus to the Town.  We did 

everything we could to make it work and it wasn’t reciprocated.  Mr. Murray does still have a complaint with the Attorney 

General.  Mr. Murray states that he thinks that hitting a pause button right now is the decision to make but don’t let the 

Council off the hook on these issues. 

Kelly Erinakes – CTA President – Since the bond proposal was not moved to the taxpayers, I have heard from many people.     

Since we have had an all-day referendum the people don’t turn out to vote.  The people that do turn out to vote are the 

parents of kids in school and the parents that need the rec center for the summer and the employees who live in the 

district. I fear that whatever the town comes up with for a financial plan for this year, it will be voted down in a referendum 

because people are angry because they didn’t have the opportunity to vote on the bond.   I am hearing a good number of 

the people that do vote are saying to vote it down and they don’t even know what it is yet.  I just think it did not help, not 

giving constitutes the chance to vote.  To listen to the back and forth at Town Council me and School Committee meetings 

is not good.  When the new Council was voted in the hope was the relations would improve.   

No further public comment. 
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The School Committee takes a short break 8:33 to 8:40.  The Committee returns at 8:40. 

 

Review of Capital Improvement Program List – 

Mr. Levis states that he met with Mr. Hill yesterday to review the list.  The Tiogue sewer project has been done.  Mr. Levis 

has asked me Hill to put together a Capital Improvement Plan.  Mr. Levis feel we need to make a stand to replace system.  

The only items on the list that have been addressed are HVAC and the Tiogue sewer.  Mr. Levis states that they will come 

back with a comprehensive list and a plan.  Chairperson Patenaude states that she did notice there were a few things that 

have been done that were on the list.   She asks for question from the Committee.  There is no public comment.  Mr. Levis 

states that Ms. Ludwig was asking if there were any projects for the COVID funds they have.   

 

Superintendent Report 

Mr. Levis asks Mr. Cowart to talk about COVID 19.  Mr. Levis talks about staffing and he said he still feels that we need 

to be in attending school in person.  He thanks, staff, students are families.  Mr. Cowart says that while on vacation the 

CDC guideline changed.  We received an email on New Year’s Eve from the Department of Education that said to stay 

with the old guidelines for the return to school after vacation.  On the Thursday after vacation we attended a POD 

meeting that explained the new guidelines.  Mr. Cowart meet with nurses on Friday, over the weekend they put the 

new guidelines into place for the Monday.  He goes onto explain what the new guidelines are.  Chairperson Patenaude 

opens it for questions or comments from the Committee.   

Kelly Erinakes – CTA President – In recent weeks I had a general membership meeting, the SRP had a meeting and today 

I had an Executive Board meeting.  I want to start by saying don’t interrupt this as a negative.  I do applaud how hard 

administration is work.  She speaks to last year and how hard it was to go without meeting their students at the 

beginning of the year.  We are fortunate to be in school this year.  The one thing I have been asked to acknowledge is 

the transmutability of this variant.  On our website we have a COVID dashboard that everyone should look at.  We are 

only in the second week of January.  The staff would like for me to say out loud the staff doesn’t handle this variant in 

the same way as students.  When the Superintendent says we have a staffing issue we do.  I am not asking for us to shut 

down schools.  I ask you to monitor the data.  At some point taking a pause, is a reasonable expectation.  The staff is 

busting at the seams and they just can’t do more.  She thanks the administrative staff, but she wants the Committee to 

know how hard everyone at all levels are working.   Chairperson Patenaude thanks her.  We do get it.   

No other public comment 

 

Performance Audit – Mr. Levis updates of the Steering Committee meetings.  There will be another meeting on January 

24th.  We have been interviewed by the Matrix Group.  We want to make sure this is a fair process.  We are fully 

cooperating with them.  Mr. Levis believes that they do see, clearly, that there is an issue between the school and the 

town.  Mr. Levis will update at the next meeting.   
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Motion made by Member Kalunian and seconded by Member Florio to extend the meeting past the three hours.  

Motion passes 4/0 

 

Mr. Levis wanted to recognize Mr. Murray for his service.  He thanks him for all that he has done.  The Committee 

speaks about Mr. Murray, with regards to his service, dedication and how they enjoyed working with him.  They thank 

him for all the work that he put into the School Building Committee.  They wish Luke luck in his career path.    Mr. 

Murray says that he never got into this to get into the politics part of it because he doesn’t like that part of it.  That is 

why the administrative end is better.  I like to always look at it like a job and to press the Committee to do that.  This 

decision all though it seemed it was not sudden, I have been deliberating this for months.  I had to pick a direction as I 

was spreading myself thin.  He encourages someone else to run for this position.   

Harold Sands – Luke what I respect most about you is that you lead when you need to lead but you let others lead when 

they need to.  One of the best thing is that your kids will appreciate it.  

Amy Anazlone - It has been my pleasure to get to know you and to have worked with you.  It is also wonderful getting to 

know your family.  Your family has the same heart as you.  You always did what you did with heart.  You are always 

positive whether we win or lose.  We all wish you the best of luck.  Mr. Murray says he is not falling off the face of the 

earth or leaving town.  He will always remain a resource and a community advocate.  

Jim Murphy – Wishes Luke the best of luck.  

 

Citizens Comments -   There are no comments 

 

 

SCHEDULING OF NEXT MEETING: 

Motion made by Member Florio supported by Member Kalunian to schedule the next virtual meeting of School Committee 

for Thursday, January 27, 2022 at 6:00.   VOTE: 4/0 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Member Florio, supported by Member Kalunian, that the meeting be adjourned at 9:31 p.m.  Vote 4/0 

 

/pam     


